Nursing diagnosis: exploring the factors which may influence the reasoning process.
Nursing diagnosis is defined and discussed in relation to nursing's metaparadigm, the cognitive processes involved in problem-solving, and nursing's theoretical knowledge base. It is argued that each of these distinct yet related domains must be addressed by the clinician when applying the reasoning process. Factors are identified which can hinder and dramatically influence this diagnostic process, even to the detriment of the patient's welfare. Suggestions are offered throughout the discussion which may assist the nurse in developing more effective and accurate clinical decision-making strategies.